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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - 3/22/17 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 


Status of the Secretary 

The Secretary will be in Washington this week. 

Media Announcements Today 

“Successful Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale Yields $275 Million in High Bids on 913,542 Acres 
in Central Planning Area,” Sale reflects strong market conditions, industry interest in 
Federal offshore oil and gas resources under new Administration. NEW ORLEANS - U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke today announced that Lease Sale 247 for oil and gas 
parcels in the Gulf of Mexico garnered $274,797,434 in high bids for 163 tracts covering 
913,542 acres in the Central Planning Area of the Outer Continental Shelf offshore Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama. A total of 28 offshore energy companies submitted 189 bids. The 
sum of all bids received totaled $315,303,884. 


Executive Orders 

EO on Energy is on Monday. (Of note, the Secretary is on travel Thursday and Eriday next 
week.) 

Congressional Action Under the CRA 

The BLM Planning 2.0 Rule CRA is pending at the White House. We understand the CRA 
needs to be signed by Tuesday. We assume that the Secretary would participate in any signing 
ceremony. Asking when this will happen. LATE NEWS: Looks like its Monday. 


CRAs: Passed the House and Senate. 

• EWS H.J.Res.69 - "Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and 
Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska". Understand this is headed 
to the Senate floor perhaps as early as today. 

Congress Approves Bill To Lift Limits On Hunting In Alaska Refuges, 

The AP (3/21, Daly) reports that Congress has “approved a bill that would allow aerial 
hunting of grizzly bears and killing of bears and wolves near dens on federal lands in 
Alaska.” In a 52-47 vote, the Senate “gave final legislative approval Tuesday to a measure 
that repeals an Obama-era rule on hunting on Alaska’s 16 national wildlife refuges.” The 
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House approved the measure last month, and it now goes to the president. 


CRA pending in the Senate; 

• BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule 


Secretary Meetings and Schedule 

3/30-4/1: Partieipate in the 100**^ Commemoration of the purehase of the Virgin Islands from 
Denmark. The Danish Prime Minister will partieipate. 


Waiting on Resolution of these items: (working with IGA) 

The Secretary is requesting that he attend this important event at the request of the President. 
The Secretary is requesting military aircraft assistance with this trip. 

The Secretary is requesting the White House provide a Proclamation and/or letter he can read 
from the President acknowledging the commemoration. Interior has provided a draft. 


Speaking Invitations 


Accepted 

3/23 Address to the American Petroleum Institute's Board of Directors Meeting (DC, Trump 
Hotel) 

3/28 Public Lands Council Legislative Conference Luncheon Keynote 12:00-1:00 Liaison 
Hotel in DC 

3/30-31 U.S. Virgin Islands Transfer Centennial Commission (St. Croix, St. Thomas) 

4/3 North America's Building Trades Unions National Legislative Conference Remarks at the 
Washington Hilton & Towers Hotel, timing TBD. 

4/5-7 National Ocean Industries Assoc (NOIA) 2017 Annual Meeting (DC, Ritz Carlton) 

4/27 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 


Regretted 
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3/20 Address to the National Water Resourees Assoeiation's Federal Water Issues Conferenee 


3/23 Address the Student Conservation Assoeiation's 60th Anniversary Commemoration (DC) 
4/3 Interstate Mining Compaet Commission (Williamsburg, VA) 

Outstanding Invitations in Proeess 

4/4 The Memorial Foundation Martin Luther King Jr. Wreath Laying (DC, MLK Memorial) 
4/5 National Allianee of Forest Owners Board of Direetors (DC) 

4/5 Assoeiation of Equipment Distributors & Equipment Dealers Assoeiation (DC, Eiaison 
Hotel) 

4/5 National Parks Conservation Assoeiation Board of Trustees (DC) 

4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Poliey's Global Energy Summit 
(NYC) 

4/13-14 Aretie Eneounter Symposium (Seattle, WA) 

4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Soeiety of Ameriean Eoresters (Missoula, MT) 

4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA) 

4/24 National Mining Association Board of Directors Meeting (Naples, EE) 

Sportsmen’s Event with VP: We are working on a possible announcement of $1.1 billion in 
funding for hunting and fishing activities. 


Emergency Management 

The O ffice of Environmental Policy and Compliance (O EPC ) continues to lead the recovery 
efforts for Natural and Cultural Res ources (NCR) at EEMA's Joint Eield Offices (JEO s ) in 
Durham, N C and Baton Rouge, LA . In NC, Eield Coordinators are nearing completion of the 
NCR portion of EEMA's Recovery Support Strategy (RSS), which provides a blueprint for 
Eederal assistance to State's recovering from impacts associated with Hurricane Matthew. In 
EA, the Eield Coordinator continues coordination with the interagency team and the State to 
finalize implementation of the NCR portion of EEMA's RSS with assistance from the National 
Park Service Rivers and Trails Conservation Assistance Program, the National Center for 
Preservation Technology and Training, the DOI Office of Policy Analysis, and the EWS 
Coastal Protection Program. 


In Elorida, the Parliament Eire, which began March 18 on Big Cypress National Preserve in 


DOI-2018-12 01223 



Florida (NFS), has burned 6,027 (+1,752) acres and is 0 (no change)-percent contained. The 
fire has transitioned up to a Type-3 Incident Management Team (IMT) with 37 (+13) 
personnel assigned, including 7 (-1) DOI personnel. There are 14 (no change) residential 
structures threatened. In addition to residential structures, the fire continues to threaten 
endangered species habitat and other private holdings. Major concerns for this reporting 
period were wind-driven runs. The containment date for this fire remains March 26. 


In Oklahoma, the Coker Fire (BIA) began on March 20 in Hughes, OK, has burned 1,157 
acres, and is 30-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT with 15 
personnel assigned, all of which are DOI personnel. There are 3 residential structures 
threatened. High winds have been the most significant containment challenge during the 
operational period. The fire is projected for containment on March 24. 


Also, in Wetumka, Oklahoma, the Quassarte Fire (BIA), which began on March 16 and has 
burned 2,300 acres, is 75-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT with 
19 personnel assigned, including 15 DOI personnel. There are 22 residential structures 
threatened, and full containment is expected on March 25. 


The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) reports that the Dickinson Dam, in North Dakota, 
remain s at Response Level 1 with 199 cubic feet per second (cfs) flowing over the Bascule 
gate and reservoir inflows of 167 cfs. There remains no threat to downstream communities at 
this time. USBR and the Interior Operations Center will continue to monitor the situation and 
provide updates as warranted. 


Media of Interest 

Proposed Budget Cuts Receive Bipartisan Pushback, 

Morning Consult (3/21, Fitzpatrick) reports that “lawmakers in both parties are complaining 
about the energy and environmental agenda laid out in the Trump administration’s budget 
blueprint last week.” Democrats blasted “a wide array of proposed cuts, while Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee Chairman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said Republicans 
would detail their own priorities in due time.” 


Senate Committee Told Of Erosion Of Public Lands Infrastructure, 

National Parks Traveler (3/21, Repanshek) reports that “America’s national parklands and 
forests for too long have been allowed to fall into disrepair,” and Congress “must take 
dedicated steps” to tackle “maintenance backlogs,” the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee was told Tuesday. Jill Simmons, executive director of the Washington Trails 
Association, said, “At a time when visitation to our public lands is at an all-time high, this 
cycle of chronic underfunding cannot continue. Land management agencies cannot see their 


DOI-2018-12 01224 



budgets further redueed. 


Trump Under Pressure To Undo Obama National Monument Designations. 

MeClatehy (3/21) reports that “powerful Republiean eongressmen and governors are pressing 
President Donald Trump to take an unpreeedented step: Reverse his predeeessor’s ereation of 
several national monuments under” the Antiquities Aet. Aceording to the artiele, “White 
House offieials are reviewing the requests and haven’t yet signaled whether Trump will 
ehallenge Obama’s use of the Antiquities Aet.” The article notes that “no president has ever 
attempted such a reversal, and legal experts doubt it could succeed.” 


Report: Interior’s Science Centers May Waste Millions On Duplicative Research. 

The Daily Caller (3/21, Bastasch) reports that “science centers that were supposed to be the 
‘cornerstone’ of the Department of the Interior’s “climate change response strategy” don’t 
have the proper controls in place to prevent wasteful spending, according to an internal audit.” 
The inspector general’s office “found Interior Department’s climate science centers (CSC) and 
landscape conservation cooperatives (LCC) could be wasting millions of taxpayer dollars on 
duplicative research grants.” Investigators said “that these science centers did not regularly 
coordinate research within the Interior Department and did not share their climate data with 
Climate. Data.Gov as required by federal law.” 


Rusty Patched Bumblebee Listed As Endangered. 

The AP (3/21, Flesher) reports that the rusty patched bumblebee on Tuesday “became the first 
officially endangered bee species in the continental U.S., overcoming objections from some 
business interests and a last-minute delay ordered by the Trump administration.” Its listing 
means the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will formulate a recovery plan for returning the 
species to “a healthy and secure condition,” the U.S. Department of Interior said. It added, 
“We will work with stakeholders to ensure collaborative conservation among landowners, 
farmers, industry, and developers in the areas where the species is native.” 


White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms yesterday, Tuesday.) 

Inquiries 


CNBC, The New Yorker, POLITICO Europe, Argus - REQUEST - Comment on claims 
made by Senators Cardin and Euger that the U.S. is withdrawing from the international 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). - RESPONSE -;The Department remains 
committed to the principles and goals of EITI including transparency and good governance of 
the extractive sectors and are institutionalizing and mainstreaming EITI goals into how the 
Department manages its revenues. No decision has been made on applying for validation 
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under the EITI standard and the U.S. is not even seheduled to begin the validation proeess 
until April of 2018 (per the EITI International Board sehedule published regularly). The 
United States has led the global initiative in providing revenue-related data and information 
from the extraetion of oil, natural gas, eoal and other minerals on federal land in an interactive, 
open-source data portal and regularly engaging with other implementing countries to share our 
best practices. 


Associated Press, E&E News, Reuters, Bloomberg - REQUEST - Requesting comment on 
the Trump Administration “allowing” the rusty patched bumble bee to be listed on the 
endangered species list after the 60 day regulatory review. - RESPONSE - EWS previously 
delayed the effective date of the final listing determination for the rusty patched bumble bee 
under the Endangered Species Act from Eebruary 10, 2017 to today (March 21, 2017) to allow 
for standard review. Eish and Wildlife Service scientists have noted that the brief delay is not 
expected to have an impact on the conservation of the species since EWS is still developing a 
recovery plan to guide efforts to bring this species back to what they believe is a healthy and 
secure condition. We will work with stakeholders to ensure collaborative conservation among 
landowners, farmers, industry, and developers in the areas where the species is native.” 


Top Stories 


AP: Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Is Put on Endangered Species Eist After ... 

Native Times: Tribal group says elimination of Bears Ears would be tragic 

The Hill: Watchdog piles on criticism of offshore drilling regulator 

Washington Post: The endangered listing for the rusty patched bumblebee is finally ... 


Top Issues and Accomplishments 

Preparing to support Coal/Climate EOs 

EYIs - The Department will issue press releases this week on the following American Energy 
activity 

March 20-23 - DOI will release a number of small coal lease sales in Utah, Ohio, ND. 
Offshore oil/gas sale 
Offshore wind energy 


Today the endangered species listing of the Rusty Patched Bumblebee went into effect. The 
effective date was delayed for the Priebus memo. This was a very controversial delay, DOI is 
being sued by two environmental groups about it. 


DOI-2018-12 01226 



Launching a “Travels with Z” blog on our website that is Seeretary Zinke’s travel blog going 
to America’s public lands and his work on the front lines improving land management for 
multiple use (energy, reereation, conservation, economy) 


Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant) 

No items were cleared for the Federal Register on Tuesday. 


REG0006858BOENotice of Availability for the GOM OCS Lease Sale Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement 2018The NO A announces the availability of the 2018 Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impaet Statement and the start of the 45-day comment 
period. Notioe03/21/2017 


REG0006861NPSNational Register of Historic Places, March 4, 2017NPS is soliciting 
comments on the significance of properties nominated before March 4, 2017 for listing or 
related aetions in the National Register of Historie Places. Notiee03/21/2017 


REG0006862NPSNotice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviee, Alaska 
Region, Anchorage, AK N2728Pursuant to the Native Ameriean Graves Proteetion and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of human 
remains under the control of the Alaska Region USFWS. The human remains and associated 
funerary objects were removed from Chirikof Island, Kodiak Island Borough, AK. Notiee 
03/21/2017 


Doug Domenech 

Senior Advisor 
US Department of the Interior 
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DOI DAILY UPDATE FOR CABINET AFFAIRS - Zllllll 

Doug Domenech, Senior Advisor 

Status of the Secretary 

The Secretary will be in Washington this week. 

Media Announcements Today 

"Successful Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale Yields $275 Million in High Bids on 913,542 Acres in Central 
Planning Area." Sale reflects strong market conditions, industry interest in Federal offshore oil and gas 
resources under new Administration. NEW ORLEANS - U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke today 
announced that Lease Sale 247 for oil and gas parcels in the Gulf of Mexico garnered $274,797,434 in 
high bids for 163 tracts covering 913,542 acres in the Central Planning Area of the Outer Continental 
Shelf offshore Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. A total of 28 offshore energy companies submitted 
189 bids. The sum of all bids received totaled $315,303,884. 

Executive Orders 

EO on Energy is on Monday. (Of note, the Secretary is on travel Thursday and Friday next week.) 

Congressional Action Under the CRA 

The BLM Planning 2.0 Rule CRA is pending at the White House. We understand the CRA needs to be 
signed by Tuesday. We assume that the Secretary would participate in any signing ceremony. Asking 
when this will happen. LATE NEWS: Looks like its Monday. 

CRAs: Passed the House and Senate. 

• FWS H.J.Res.69 - "Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, 
on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska". Understand this is headed to the Senate floor perhaps as 
early as today. 

Congress Approves Bill To Lift Limits On Hunting In Alaska Refuges. 

The AP (3/21, Daly) reports that Congress has "approved a bill that would allow aerial hunting of 
grizzly bears and killing of bears and wolves near dens on federal lands in Alaska." In a 52-47 vote, 
the Senate "gave final legislative approval Tuesday to a measure that repeals an Obama-era rule on 
hunting on Alaska's 16 national wildlife refuges." The House approved the measure last month, and 
it now goes to the president. 

CRA pending in the Senate: 

• BLM Venting and Flaring Methane Rule 

Secretary Meetings and Schedule 

3/30-4/1: Participate in the lOO*'^ Commemoration of the purchase of the Virgin Islands from Denmark. 
The Danish Prime Minister will participate. 

Waiting on Resolution of these items: (working with IGA) 

The Secretary is requesting that he attend this important event at the request of the President. 

The Secretary is requesting military aircraft assistance with this trip. 

The Secretary is requesting the White House provide a Proclamation and/or letter he can read from the 
President acknowledging the commemoration. Interior has provided a draft. 
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Speaking Invitations 


Accepted 

3/23 Address to the American Petroleum Institute's Board of Directors Meeting (DC, Trump Hotel) 

3/28 Public Lands Council Legislative Conference Luncheon Keynote 12:00-1:00 Liaison Hotel in DC 
3/30-31 U.S. Virgin Islands Transfer Centennial Commission (St. Croix, St. Thomas) 

4/3 North America's Building Trades Unions National Legislative Conference Remarks at the Washington 
Hilton & Towers Hotel, timing TBD. 

4/5-7 National Ocean Industries Assoc (NOIA) 2017 Annual Meeting (DC, Ritz Carlton) 

4/27 NRA Leadership Forum, George World Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. 

Regretted 

3/20 Address to the National Water Resources Association's Federal Water Issues Conference 
3/23 Address the Student Conservation Association's 60th Anniversary Commemoration (DC) 

4/3 Interstate Mining Compact Commission (Williamsburg, VA) 

Outstanding Invitations in Process 

4/4 The Memorial Foundation Martin Luther King Jr. Wreath Laying (DC, MLK Memorial) 

4/5 National Alliance of Forest Owners Board of Directors (DC) 

4/5 Association of Equipment Distributors & Equipment Dealers Association (DC, Liaison Hotel) 

4/5 National Parks Conservation Association Board of Trustees (DC) 

4/13 Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy's Global Energy Summit (NYC) 

4/13-14 Arctic Encounter Symposium (Seattle, WA) 

4/14 Montana State Meeting of the Society of American Foresters (Missoula, MT) 

4/19 American Forest Resource Council 2017 Annual Meeting (Stevenson, WA) 

4/24 National Mining Association Board of Directors Meeting (Naples, FL) 

Sportsmen's Event with VP: We are working on a possible announcement of $1.1 billion in funding for 
hunting and fishing activities. 

Emergency Management 

The Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) continues to lead the recovery efforts for 
Natural and Cultural Resources (NCR) at FEMA's Joint Field Offices (JFOs) in Durham, NC and Baton 
Rouge, LA. In NC, Field Coordinators are nearing completion of the NCR portion of FEMA's Recovery 
Support Strategy (RSS), which provides a blueprint for Federal assistance to State's recovering from 
impacts associated with Hurricane Matthew. In LA, the Field Coordinator continues coordination with 
the interagency team and the State to finalize implementation of the NCR portion of FEMA's RSS with 
assistance from the National Park Service Rivers and Trails Conservation Assistance Program, the 
National Center for Preservation Technology and Training, the DOI Office of Policy Analysis, and the FWS 
Coastal Protection Program. 

In Florida, the Parliament Fire, which began March 18 on Big Cypress National Preserve in Florida (NPS), 
has burned 6,027 (+1,752) acres and is 0 (no change)-percent contained. The fire has transitioned up to 
a Type-3 Incident Management Team (IMT) with 37 (+13) personnel assigned, including 7 (-1) DOI 
personnel. There are 14 (no change) residential structures threatened. In addition to residential 
structures, the fire continues to threaten endangered species habitat and other private holdings. Major 
concerns for this reporting period were wind-driven runs. The containment date for this fire remains 
March 26. 
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In Oklahoma, the Coker Fire (BIA) began on March 20 in Hughes, OK, has burned 1,157 acres, and is 30- 
percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT with 15 personnel assigned, all of which 
are DOI personnel. There are 3 residential structures threatened. High winds have been the most 
significant containment challenge during the operational period. The fire is projected for containment 
on March 24. 

Also, in Wetumka, Oklahoma, the Quassarte Fire (BIA), which began on March 16 and has burned 2,300 
acres, is 75-percent contained. The fire is being managed by a Type-3 IMT with 19 personnel assigned, 
including 15 DOI personnel. There are 22 residential structures threatened, and full containment is 
expected on March 25. 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) reports that the Dickinson Dam, in North Dakota, remains at 
Response Level 1 with 199 cubic feet per second (cfs) flowing over the Bascule gate and reservoir 
inflows of 167 cfs. There remains no threat to downstream communities at this time. USBR and the 
Interior Operations Center will continue to monitor the situation and provide updates as warranted. 

Media of Interest 

Proposed Budget Cuts Receive Bipartisan Pushback. 

Morning Consult (3/21, Fitzpatrick) reports that "lawmakers in both parties are complaining about the 
energy and environmental agenda laid out in the Trump administration's budget blueprint last week." 
Democrats blasted "a wide array of proposed cuts, while Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee Chairman Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said Republicans would detail their own priorities in due 
time." 

Senate Committee Told Of Erosion Of Public Lands Infrastructure. 

National Parks Traveler (3/21, Repanshek) reports that "America's national parklands and forests for too 
long have been allowed to fall into disrepair," and Congress "must take dedicated steps" to tackle 
"maintenance backlogs," the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee was told Tuesday. Jill 
Simmons, executive director of the Washington Trails Association, said, "At a time when visitation to our 
public lands is at an all-time high, this cycle of chronic underfunding cannot continue. Land management 
agencies cannot see their budgets further reduced. 

Trump Under Pressure To Undo Obama National Monument Designations. 

McClatchy (3/21) reports that "powerful Republican congressmen and governors are pressing President 
Donald Trump to take an unprecedented step: Reverse his predecessor's creation of several national 
monuments under" the Antiquities Act. According to the article, "White House officials are reviewing 
the requests and haven't yet signaled whether Trump will challenge Obama's use of the Antiquities Act." 
The article notes that "no president has ever attempted such a reversal, and legal experts doubt it could 
succeed." 

Report; Interior's Science Centers May Waste Millions On Duplicative Research. 

The Daily Caller (3/21, Bastasch) reports that "science centers that were supposed to be the 
'cornerstone' of the Department of the Interior's "climate change response strategy" don't have the 
proper controls in place to prevent wasteful spending, according to an internal audit." The inspector 
general's office "found Interior Department's climate science centers (CSC) and landscape conservation 
cooperatives (LCC) could be wasting millions of taxpayer dollars on duplicative research grants." 


DOI-2018-12 01230 



Investigators said "that these science centers did not regularly coordinate research within the Interior 
Department and did not share their climate data with Climate. Data.Gov as required by federal law." 

Rusty Patched Bumblebee Listed As Endangered. 

The AP (3/21, Flesher) reports that the rusty patched bumblebee on Tuesday "became the first officially 
endangered bee species in the continental U.S., overcoming objections from some business interests 
and a last-minute delay ordered by the Trump administration." Its listing means the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will formulate a recovery plan for returning the species to "a healthy and secure 
condition," the U.S. Department of Interior said. It added, "We will work with stakeholders to ensure 
collaborative conservation among landowners, farmers, industry, and developers in the areas where the 
species is native." 

White House Communications Report (sent to WH Comms yesterday, Tuesday.) 

Inquiries 

CNBC, The New Yorker, POLITICO Europe, Argus - REQUEST - Comment on claims made by Senators 
Cardin and Luger that the U.S. is withdrawing from the international Extractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (EITI). - RESPONSE -;The Department remains committed to the principles and goals of EITI 
including transparency and good governance of the extractive sectors and are institutionalizing and 
mainstreaming EITI goals into how the Department manages its revenues. No decision has been made 
on applying for validation under the EITI standard and the U.S. is not even scheduled to begin the 
validation process until April of 2018 (per the EITI International Board schedule published regularly). The 
United States has led the global initiative in providing revenue-related data and information from the 
extraction of oil, natural gas, coal and other minerals on federal land in an interactive, open-source data 
portal and regularly engaging with other implementing countries to share our best practices. 

Associated Press, E&E News, Reuters, Bloomberg - REQUEST-Requesting comment on the Trump 
Administration "allowing" the rusty patched bumble bee to be listed on the endangered species list after 
the 60 day regulatory review. - RESPONSE - FWS previously delayed the effective date of the final listing 
determination for the rusty patched bumble bee under the Endangered Species Act from February 10, 
2017 to today (March 21, 2017) to allow for standard review. Fish and Wildlife Service scientists have 
noted that the brief delay is not expected to have an impact on the conservation of the species since 
FWS is still developing a recovery plan to guide efforts to bring this species back to what they believe is a 
healthy and secure condition. We will work with stakeholders to ensure collaborative conservation 
among landowners, farmers, industry, and developers in the areas where the species is native." 

Top Stories 

AP: Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Is Put on Endangered Species List After... 

Native Times: Tribal group says elimination of Bears Ears would be tragic 

The Hill: Watchdog piles on criticism of offshore drilling regulator 

Washington Post: The endangered listing for the rusty patched bumblebee is finally ... 

Top Issues and Accomplishments 

Preparing to support Coal/Climate EOs 

FYls - The Department will issue press releases this week on the following American Energy activity 
March 20-23 - DOI will release a number of small coal lease sales in Utah, Ohio, ND. 
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Offshore oil/gas sale 
Offshore wind energy 

Today the endangered species listing of the Rusty Patched Bumblebee went into effect. The effective 
date was delayed for the Priebus memo. This was a very controversial delay, DOI is being sued by two 
environmental groups about it. 

Launching a "Travels with Z" blog on our website that is Secretary Zinke's travel blog going to America's 
public lands and his work on the front lines improving land management for multiple use (energy, 
recreation, conservation, economy) 

Federal Register Notices Cleared for Publishing (None Significant) 

No items were cleared for the Federal Register on Tuesday. 

REG0006858BOENotice of Availability for the GOM OCS Lease Sale Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement 2018The NOA announces the availability of the 2018 Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement and the start of the 45-day comment period. Notice03/21/2017 

REG0006861NPSNational Register of Historic Places, March 4, 2017NPS is soliciting comments on the 
significance of properties nominated before March 4, 2017 for listing or related actions in the National 
Register of Historic Places. Notice03/21/2017 

REG0006862NPSNotice of Inventory Completion - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alaska Region, 
Anchorage, AK N2728Pursuant to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), this Notice announces the completion of an inventory of human remains under the control of 
the Alaska Region USFWS. The human remains and associated funerary objects were removed from 
Chirikof Island, Kodiak Island Borough, AK. Notice 03/21/2017 
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